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Canoe Culture at Klahoose 

On February 20th, 1915, Chief Julian, recounted to Indian Commissioner MacDowall that the 
Klahoose population was as follows: 22 woman middle aged old, 19 woman young, 17 men 
middle aged old and 12 men young (Royal Commission on Indian Affairs for the Province of 
BC:1915).  Amazingly among the assets in the community recorded for the 71 band members 
were 45 canoes, clearly reflecting the long tradition between land and water that has existed 
since time before memory for the peoples of Klahoose.
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Message from Chief Kevin Peacey


It’s hard to imagine during these long winter days, that spring is just around the 
corner. Soon, it will be time to Awaken the Canoes in preparation of this year’s 
Journey to Puyallup Washington. As a participant on the canoe, you need no 
reminder of the lasting impact and effect being part of a Journey has. If you 
have not yet had the opportunity to pull on our canoe or participate in some 
other way, there has never been a better time!


This May, we will welcome Canoe Families to join us for the first pull of the season at 
Awaken the Canoes (May 18-21). We expect twelve canoes to participate in our safety day and 

then make the journey to our camp at Forbes Bay for an overnight stay. This is a great chance to 
experience the Tribal Journeys lifestyle and make lasting friendships with our neighbouring Nations who 
we will meet again this summer.


Being on the canoe, is not for everyone, however there are many other ways to be involved. Come out 
to Cultural Night where songs and dances are being practiced or help make cedar and wool regalia that 
will be worn when we take to the floor in Washington. Maybe you have time to help craft some of the 
hundreds of give-away items that we will gift to our hosts along the route, or take to the road and join 
the Land Crew moving camp each day in pace with the canoes and providing essential food and 
support to pullers, Elders and volunteers. Perhaps you might like to travel with our support boat and 
help ensure the safety of our pullers while on the water.


Whether you are in for the entire Journey or just have a day or two to spare, please consider being part 
of this year’s canoe events. If you live off reserve, we will be working in the coming weeks to upload the 
songs that will be used for this year’s Journey so that you have the opportunity to learn them and then 
join in protocol ceremonies. We will also be hosting live stream sessions so that you can take part in 
song and dance practices. 


Awaken the Canoes and Tribal Journeys are important steps we are taking to help enhance our cultural 
connections to the land, water, sky, and one another.  Your participation helps demonstrate the role we 
play in building the most vibrant, respectful community possible for our children, Elders and each other.


Regardless of how you participate, I hope to see you there!


ʔɛmotɛ, 



The History of Tribal Journeys… 
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Since time immemorial, First Nations communities 
along the coastal corridor of Alaska, BC, Washington 
State, Oregon and California, have used the dugout 
canoe as a mode of transportation and a means for 
connecting our families and communities to one 
another. 


New technologies along with restrictive cultural 
bans, reduced the canoes prominence along the 
west coast. Recognizing the demise of this 
important cultural tradition, the Oliver Canoe Family 
of the Quinalt Nation in Washington, requested funds 
from state authorities to support the building of 
several ocean going canoes. Once completed, these 
canoes, along with families from throughout the 
region, would participate in centennial celebrations. 
Dubbed the “Paddle to Seattle”, their presence at 
the festivities insured the state’s First Peoples were 
represented. 


The return of indigenous canoes to an indigenous 
place - Seattle, a city named for the 1800’s leader of 
the Duwamish and Suquamish peoples - gave birth 
to the annual Canoe Journey and a multigenerational 
cultural renaissance from a growing number of 
indigenous nations within the US, Canada and the 
international community began. 

Since 1989, Tribal Journeys as it is now known, has 
attracted thousands of participants and spectators. 
In 2017, more than 100 canoes landed on the shores 
of the Wei Wai Kum Nation, greeted by an estimated 
crowd of 8,000! Among them was Tl’emtl’ems, the 
Klahoose canoe- marking the first official journey by 
the Nation in over 75 years!


This summer, the Puyallup Nation will welcome 
canoes to their territory on July 28th. The Klahoose 
Canoe will be standing Nation to Nation during 
protocol ceremonies. If you are interested in joining 
this year’s Journey, or learning more about how you 
might support our pullers and road crew, please 
contact Jodi (cultureandheritage@klahoose.org). 


A complete listing of stops throughout our travels to 
Puyallup will be listed on the klahoose.org website 
once details have been finalized. 


Tribal Journeys is proudly 


DRUG and ALCOHOL FREE  

mailto:cultureandheritage@klahoose.org
http://klahoose.org
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http://klahoose.org


 

Awaken the Canoes 
ti:ǰit   nuxʷɛɬ 

May 18-21,2018  
Squirrel Cove & Forbes Bay 

Join with the Klahoose Nation as we Awaken the Canoes in preparation of  the Power Pull 
to Puyallup this summer. Safety day, including cold water training with the Canadian 
Coast Guard and presentations from the Tribal Journeys Safety Team, are scheduled for 
Friday, May 18th at Klahoose. Saturday morning, canoes will depart for an overnight 
camp at Forbes Bay. 

Everyone is welcome and no experience needed. If  you are interested in participating in 
this year’s Journey but haven’t had the chance to pull in our canoe, this is the perfect 
opportunity! 

If  you are a Klahoose resident and are able to host a visiting canoe family to camp in 
your yard and provide use of  your shower/bathroom, please let the office know. We are 
expecting 12 canoe families, including Pink Paddle (Harry Moon), Qwayano (Ipswa 
Mescacakanis), Puyallup (Connie McCloud). 

Volunteers are needed to help throughout the weekend. 

For more information or to register, please contact Jodi. 
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Entering the US for Tribal Journeys?  
Essential information before you go… 

United States border officials at land ports of entry, including ferry 
crossings, may accept any version of the Secure Certificate of Indian 
Status and any version of the Certificate of Indian Status, provided 
they are not expired.  The Government of Canada cautions that 

acceptance of these documents for border crossing into the United States is entirely at the discretion of 
the US Government. 


Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) is currently only issuing the in-Canada secure status 
card. To ensure a smooth entry into the US, you may consider applying for a Canadian Passport. 
Applications are available at Passport offices and at the local Post Office. 


Out of Country Health Insurance is a Must


Crossing the border into Washington State represents a huge 
accomplishment, but it also can leave you and your family vulnerable to 
massive medical bills if you are injured or require medical attention 
while state side.


Prior to leaving Canada, you need to check with your current extended 
medical provider (if you have coverage through work or an individual 
plan) to determine if you have coverage or can purchase out of country 
travel coverage under your current plan.


If like many of us, you do not have extended medical, you will need to purchase Travel Insurance. Many 
companies, including most of the major banks, BCAA and Blue Cross, will allow you to purchase 
insurance over the internet. Proof of coverage will be required before we depart on this year’s journey.  

Klahoose Tribal Journeys Meeting in Seattle  

We will be hosting a Tribal Journeys information meeting in Seattle on April 15th for 
Klahoose Band members. If you are interested in participating in this year’s journey 
or just learning about how you can get involved, plan on attending. The meeting is 
scheduled for 1:00pm on Sunday, April 15th at the Best Western Plus in Auburn.
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What can you do to help? 

Tribal Journeys requires all kinds of volunteer support. Hop in the canoe for a few hours and 
give a puller the chance to rest. If being on the water isn’t for you, consider joining the road 
crew. These folks help ensure that camp is set up and taken down from each location, organize 
meals and hold on to important documents and information relating to each participant. Cooks 
are also needed to assist with menu planning, grocery shopping and meal preparation. If you 
are interested in recycling and being part of the green team, we have room for you too! 


The Journey is open to all Klahoose Band members who have a valid first aid certificate and 
have completed the food safe course — if you live somewhere along the route we would love 
to see you! Why not volunteer to help the host nation or hop in and pull to the next stop. 
Contact Jodi for more information. 


                           Walking our way to Puyallup! 

Put your Fitbit on and join the Klahoose Tribal Journeys Walking Team as they do a virtual walk 
from Squirrel Cove to Puyallup Washington. Register with Caroline at the office and then call in 
your weekly steps. The first person to reach 711,480 steps will win one night hotel 
accommodation during Tribal Journeys 2018.
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     Rules of the Klahoose Canoe 
1. Every stroke we take is one less we have to make

2. There is to be no abuse of self or others

3. Be flexible

4. The gift of each enriches all

5. We all pull and support each other

6. A hungry person has no charity

7. Our experiences are not enhanced through criticism

8. The journey is what we enjoy

9. A good teacher always allows the student to learn

10. When given a choice at all, be a worker bee-  

Make Honey

11. Life jackets must be worn at ALL times while on the water

12. No Smoking in the canoe or during landing protocols

13. No drugs or alcohol

14. All pullers must return equipment (paddles, life jackets, 

etc) to the designated spot


Go Green 
In an effort to help reduce the 
environmental foot print of 
the Journey, organizers ask 
that you consider travelling 
with a set of reusable cutlery, plate, cup, bowl and 
water bottle. Be sure to have biodegradable soap 
available so that you can keep you dishes clean and 
your soap won’t disturb sensitive habitat and areas 
along the route.

If you are drinking bottled water or soda, look for 
recycling bins at each stop so that we contribute the 
least amount of waste in each community we visit.


First Aid Training @ Klahoose 

All Tribal Journeys participants need to have a valid 
First Aid Certificate. We are offering Basic First-Aid  
in Klahoose on Monday, March 26 - please register 
with Jodi. 




Traveling on Tribal Journeys 

To help ensure everyone’s safety on the long journey to Puyallup 
Washington, we have implemented a few changes in our Canoe 
protocol.


All pullers, land crew and water crew will need to have Food Safe 
Basic Certification. First Nations Health Authority provided the first round of training to eleven 
community members in mid-February. A second course will be offered in April - please watch 
the website for details.


All pullers, land crew and water crew will need to have Basic First Aid - Level One. This course 
is being offered free of charge on Monday, March 26th. Classes will be limited to 15 
participants - please register with Jodi if you are planning on attending. The course will start at 
10:00am and run all day. Lunch will be provided. A second session will be offered in April. 


If you live off the reserve or are unable to attend the Klahoose sessions, please contact Kerry 
to make alternative arrangements. If you have a valid Food Safe or First Aid Certificate please 
send a copy to the office - you will not have to repeat the courses.





Klahoose Tribal Journeys Meeting 
Campbell River 

We will be hosting a Tribal Journeys information meeting in 
Campbell River for Klahoose Band members. If you are interested 
in participating in this year’s journey or just learning about how 
you can get involved, plan on attending. Details of the meeting will 
be announced in late March.


On Your Mark Get Set…. 

The Puyallup Tribe is organizing Inter-Tribal and Individual games including a baseball and 
basketball tournament, strong (wo)man contest and an amazing race. If you’re interested in 
organizing a team, please let us know!
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Individual Equipment List 

Tent 

Tarp 

Sleeping Bag & Pillow 

Mat 

Reusable Plate/Cup/Cutlery 

Water Bottle 

Sun Shirt  

Hand Warmer 

Dry Bag for on the canoe with safety blanket 

Flashlight 

Rain Jacket 

Sunscreen/Lip Balm 

Insect Repellent 

Hat or head covering 

Emergency Rain Poncho 

Portable Radio 

Lantern
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